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By the end of this activity, students will be able to:

1. Categorize given sports into most/least interesting sports
2. Justify their preferences of the sports by giving reasons and evidence
using the appropriate and relevant adjectives

Pictures for different sports, cards that include names of sports, coloured A4
papers for students responses (each paper is divided into 2 sections: most
interesting and least interesting), set the students into groups of 5, incentives.

This activity is planned to assess students’ understanding at the end of a unit or
lesson about sports “My favourite sport ---"

Begin by asking students some questions to activate their prior knowledge about
what they have studied and learned about sports; then ask each group to make

a list of all the sports they know or could remember within a specified time. One
student from each group reads their list of sports. After that, display the pictures
and the cards of the sports on the board and play with the students a pointing
game (see below the activity) in which you name the sport and students point to
the correct picture to ensure that they distinguish correctly between the different
sports.

Keep the pictures and cards of sports displayed on the board and write some
sport-related adjectives on the board to be used in the activity at a later stage.

Introduce the activity to the students and tell them what is expected from them
at the end by discussing the objectives and linking them to the categorizing skill
as part of the critical thinking interpretation skill. Use simple language to explain
the skill to the students. Give each student a coloured A4 paper, explain that each
one of them is going to categorise and write the displayed sports into most/least
interesting based on their preferences giving reasons and evidence the support
the categorization they prefer using the appropriate adjectives from the board
or by asking the teacher for more adjectives. You need to go around and scaffold
students. If you find that providing reasons and evidence is challenging to the
students due to their level, you may use modelling to provide them with an
example.



After they finish, listen to some responses, provide feedback, ask probing
questions, comment and allow the floor for other students to raise some questions
(if there are any); collect the remaining responses to review and provide feedback.

Assessment and closure of the activity:

To ensure that you have achieved the objectives, close the activity by asking the
students to write individually two sentences about their favourite sport and its
importance. Then, assign a homework requesting students to choose 2 or 3 of
their family members to write about their favourite sports.

Thank the students for their active participation and engagement in the activity.

Pointing game:

1. Stick the pictures and the cards
on the board (here pictures
of sports and cards with their
names)

2. Name an object (here sports)

3. One student points to the
correct picture

4.The student picks the card with
correct name and sticks it below
the picture
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Main critical thinking skill: Analysis
Subskills: Examining ideas, identifying arguments, argument deconstruction

Grade Subject Topic Duration/ time

5-6 English Can money buy happiness? 25 minutes

Objectives of the activity:
By the end of this activity, students will be able to:

1. Identify the claim of an argument to assess the effectiveness of the
evidence by deconstructing argumentative text

2. Conclude an evidence-based argument that may or may not refute
an original argument

Setting the preconditions

Select an argumentative text to deconstruct the author’s argument to use as
model for the students using the same answer sheet that students will use; try to
use a text and a topic that students are familiar with. Prepare enough copies of the
model text and the responses that you prepared; enough copies of the reading
text and the answer sheet (see below the activity), you might opt to give more
than one copy for the same group, so they read easily and comfortably. Arrange
students into 6 groups of 4-6.

Steps of the activity:

Begin by distributing the model text and the responses you have prepared; give
each group a copy of the text and a copy of the responses. Ask the students to
quickly read them and raise their questions. Respond to the students’ questions
and introduce the objectives of the activity making connection between the
objectives and the exemplar to deepen students understanding of what it means
to deconstruct an argument in a text; use language that is appropriate to the
students’age but ensure to keep the technical terms. Explain to the students

that being able to deconstruct an argument means that they are developing and
enhancing their critical thinking because they will analyse a given text to reach to
their own conclusion.

Ask the students to keep the model text in front of them; distribute copies of the
text“Can money buy happiness?”and the answer sheet (or the text that you have
selected). Explain the task to the students as per the questions below the text and
the answer sheet. Remind the students that they are going to demonstrate their
response after the model. To help students think critically, encourage them to raise
as many questions as they can while discussing the text such as what does the
author want the reader to believe (claim), what are the reasons/evidence/premises
that make the author’s claim believable, what evidence does the author provide
to make the reader believes the premise is supportive for the claim, do | agree or
disagree with the author, what evidence/reason/premise do | need to support my




position (conclusion), etc.

Give students enough time to complete the task, go around, take part in the
groups’discussion, and try to help students make connections between the
evidence and other parts of the text because it is crucial for the students to be
able to explain how the evidence and the claim work together (explain their
thinking). If they face challenges, remind them to refer to the model text to help
them understand how a claim should be supported. You can also help students
with the vocabulary.

When they finish, choose one student from each group to come to the front to
present their responses. At this stage, just ask for the main argument (author’s
claim) and the group’s conclusion; if the responses are reasonable, it means that
students have deconstructed the argument in the text. Comment by asking
students questions to know how they reached their conclusion. Based on the
responses draw out a short discussion about money, its pros and cons and let
students know your own conclusion whether it is a counterview for the author’s.
Provide supportive evidence and make connection to the whole text.

Assessment and closure of the activity:
To ensure that the objectives have been accomplished, collect the answer sheets
from all groups to review, provide feedback and return to the students.

Close the activity by asking each student to write one conclusion statement in
their notebooks. Go around and correct or listen to some responses.

Thank students for their active participation and engagement in the activity.

Note for the teacher: You can choose any argumentative text based on the
topics you are teaching.

Read the text and do as you are asked below:
Can money buy happiness?

Can you imagine living without money in this day and age? Is it even possible
to survive without money in today’s materialistic and cash-driven world? It has
been said that money makes the world go round. Hence, it is no wonder that
money has become the central focus of many people’s lives. Everyone seems to
be working tirelessly for money. Even students are studying hard so that they
can get a well-paid job and earn lots of money in future. Although | think money
cannot buy happiness, it is something that we cannot live without. However,
money can sometimes make one happy. For some, earning enough moneyy




pay their monthly bills and put food on the table makes them happy. For others,
it could be saving up enough money to buy things of their interests or go on
a dream vacation. After all, a person cannot possibly be happy if he or she is
constantly worrying about running into financial difficulties. Hence, money does
buy happiness where one’s survival is concerned or when he wishes to satisfy his
wants.

Mark Twain once said, “The lack of money is the root of all evil”"| agree with him
as no one can survive without money in this day and age. Like it or not, money
matters and one’s financial situation has a direct bearing on his happiness.
That said, money does not guarantee contentment. Money often rears its
ugly head and ruins relationships. One also has to make sacrifices such as lack
of family time in the pursuit of wealth and material comforts. Therefore, to be
happy, | think one must realize that there is more to happiness than money.

Source: https://www.collegeessay.org/

1. Use the answer sheet to:

a) identify the author’s argument
b) deconstruct the argument using evidence/reason/premise
) write one or two sentences expressing the conclusion that you
have come up with from the text supporting your response with evidence.

Author’s main idea (claim/argument):

a) Write three pieces of evidence from the text that support the author’s
claim. You need to explain your thinking about the evidence and how it
relates to the whole text.

Evidence/reason/premise (1) What do you think? Explain...
line ()
Evidence/reason/premise (2) What do you think? Explain...
line ()




a) Write three pieces of evidence from the text that support the author’s
claim. You need to explain your thinking about the evidence and how it

relates to the whole text.

Evidence/reason/premise (1)

line ()

What do you think? Explain...

Evidence/reason/premise (3)

line ()

What do you think? Explain...

b) Write one or two sentences expressing what you have concluded
from the text supporting your conclusion with evidence.
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Main critical thinking skill: Evaluation
Subskills: Assessing claims, assessing arguments, synthesizing claims

Subject Topic Duration/ time

English Prepositions 25 minutes

Objectives of the activity:
By the end of this activity, students will be able to:

1. Assess the credibility and accuracy of information through
analyzing the thinking about argumentative claims on prepositions

Setting the preconditions

Prepare a picture or a painting of a (house or garden or classroom or shop

or street, etc.); it should include various objects to facilitate the use of the
prepositions. Below the picture, write six argumentative statements of claims

that seem correct describing the picture using prepositions (see note for the
teacher below the activity). Print enough copies of the picture and the “See -Think
-Wonder Chart” (see below the activity), one copy per each group. Draw the
“Think-See-Wonder Chart”on a flip chart sheet to hang on the board or you can
draw it on the board. Arrange students into groups of 4-6.

Steps of the activity:

This activity is devised to assess students’ knowledge after teaching prepositions.
To activate students’ prior knowledge, begin by asking them about some objects
in the classroom using “Where is the.....?", “Is the (object + preposition)....?"

Announce the objective of the activity and explain it to the students then give
each group a copy of the picture along with a copy of the “See-Think-Wonder
Chart” Request students to look at the picture and read the statements of claims.
You can help in reading.

Ask students to look at the chart of “See-Think-Wonder” and explain to them that
they need to fill each column through looking at the picture and reading the
statements.

Then ask them “What do you see?”. Give them enough time so they can write
their response in the “l See” column; it is enough if each group writes one or two
sentences. Ask students about their responses and write them on the large chart
on the board.

Then, ask students “What do you think?” about anything they have noticed in

the picture. This would encourage them to reflect on what they have seen in the
pictures to decide whether it has any significance or value. Have students write
down their thoughts in the “I Think” column; accept whatever students write that
reflects their thinking. Listen to their responses and write them on the large chart
on the board.



Finally, ask students “What do you wonder?” to encourage them explore their
thoughts about the picture and the statements and take them forward. Explain to
the students that for the “l Wonder’, they need to raise as many questions as they
can about the picture and the statements. Students could consider issues such as:
why did the teacher set up the picture this way, why some statements are wrong,
what are we supposed to do, and how can we do it?, etc. These are all high-level
questions/queries that motivate students to discover the answers for themselves.
Listen to their questions and make sure they write them down in the “l Wonder”
column after you write them on the large chart. At this stage, you do not need to
have discussion over the “l Wonder” questions to respond to them.

Go over the three questions again “what do you see? what do you think? and
what do you wonder?” to teach students how to judge and assess a claim based
on evidence. To do so, you will need to redirect students to go into more detail by
asking probing questions such as “What makes you say that? Why do you think
so? Where do you think the (an object) should be? How can you make this right?
How can you correct the statement of claim? etc!; this is a great opportunity for
strengthening conversations with students. Expanding on ideas and providing
supporting evidence to prove the validity and invalidity of the claims and the
accuracy of the provided information are both challenging actions for many
students. The questions you ask encourage students to dig deep and find
supporting evidence for the statements of claims.

Go over the written claims and listen again to students’ responses allowing them
to give evidence for their responses by asking the above questions.

Assessment and closure of the activity:

To ensure that you have accomplished the objective of the activity, have students
work in pairs asking and answering questions about objects in the classroom.
Explain to them that they should give argumentative responses to have fun

by expanding the conversation with each other and to be able to justify their
responses. Go around and listen to how they argue, debate, and discuss.

Close the activity by asking students what did/did not they like most about the
activity and why. After you listen to their responses, explain in a very simple
language what is meant by claim and evidence and what they have done is
assessing the credibility and accuracy of information as part of the evaluation
skill. Tell them that they will be using this skill as well as the “See-Think-Wonder”
technique more often in the future.

Thank students for their active participation and engagement in the activity.




(B

Note for the teacher: The argumentative statements of claims could be, for
example, “the cat is sitting under the carpet” while in the picture it is sitting

on the carpet. Make sure you write right and wrong statements of claims. To
encourage high level of thinking, you can also add some objects to the picture

in strange places that make students think and wonder; for instance, you can
place a book in the bathroom, a spoon on the bookshelf, etc. To have more
engagement and interaction, you may have a different picture for each grouy
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Main critical thinking skill: Inference
Subskills: querying evidence, conjecturing alternatives, concluding

Subject Topic Duration/ time

English Projects One class period

Objectives of the activity:

By the end of this activity, students will be able to:
1. Apply the problem-solving steps correctly in finding logical solutions for a
given problem

2. Develop conclusions that are strongly supported by evidence
3. Present the problem and its solution using an appropriate technique

@ Setting the preconditions
In the previous lesson to this, and as a homework, ask students to collect
information on Global Warming, Globalization, Recycling, Addiction to technology,
namely cell phones. Assign one topic for each group (as they are used to); you
might need to assign the same problem twice, flip chart sheets and markers,
arrange students into groups based on the problem you assigned to them to work
on.

.ﬁ Steps of the activity:

This activity could be a project at the end of a unit or module. Begin by
introducing the concept of problem solving to the students and announce the
objectives of the activity with brief discussion around them and how each one
relates to the activity in terms of acquiring the problem-solving skill. Explain to
the students the correct steps for problem solving as a technique with clear and
strong emphasis on its relation to critical thinking, namely the inference skill.

Clarify to the students that these topics are problems and that they need to utilize
the information they collected to conclude logical solutions for each problem
through applying the steps that you have just discussed with them.

Give each group markers and flip chart sheet and explain to them that they need
to work together actively to look at the problems as per the below instructions
using the collected information:

1. Define the problem in terms of needs not solutions and write it on the flip
chart sheet clearly.

2. Analyze the problem or investigate it in order to fully understand and
identify its root causes and symptoms.

3. Identify, write, and review the alternative solutions through discussion.

4. Agree on and choose the best logical and more convincing solution and
write it down.
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5. Submit responses to (1-4) written on one sheet (one per group) at the end
of the class.

6. Present the problem and its solution following the correct steps for
problem solving

using the presentation technique you find suitable, such as role play, poster, letter
to the person-in-charge, article, report, etc. (students are supposed to be familiar
with these presentation options; however, you might need to remind them). This is
to be done in the next class period.

Give students time to work on (1&2) only; move around and listen to their
discussion, make interventions, and provide support when needed. Then, ask one
student from each group to come to the front and articulate their problem clearly,
its root causes and symptoms. Ensure that you provide constructive feedback on
the way they defined and analysed the problems.

Have students work on (3&4) within their groups; go around and provide support.
When they finish, ask the group’s spokesperson to present their responses
including the most reasonable solution they agreed on for the problem they

are working on. Allow the space for students to ask questions and discuss

the spokesperson. Comment and provide the needed feedback stressing

the importance of taking the feedback into consideration when presenting

the problem/project next time. It is essential that students explain how they
queried evidence, developed hypotheses and alternatives that helped them in
determining which conclusion is strongly supported by evidence, so they agreed
on as a solution. Draw students’ attention to the significance of all the problem-
solving steps in concluding and inferring a better solution with evidence to
support their decision/solution.

Tell the students that in the next class period they will be asked to present their
projects as per # 6 in the instructions, 10 minutes for each group, which means
that they need to work together utilizing the feedback provided to them and
deciding on a presentation technique; encourage students to reflect and review
on their thinking while working on the project.

Collect the groups’responses as per # 5 in the instructions. You need to review and
provide students with constructive feedback. You may also grade the projects.

Assessment and closure of the activity:
Close the activity by asking students the following question:

Which do you think is better: writing the solution to a given problem immediately
or concluding it through applying the problem-solving steps correctly? Why?
Support your conclusion with evidence from what you have learned.

Thank students for their active participation and engagement in the activity.
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Note for the teacher: You need to accentuate that although finding a logical
solution for a given problem is the ultimate goal, knowing how to solve it is
also highly significant in developing students critical thinking competence.
Clarify that when applying the problem-solving steps correctly, students

will be able to draw reasonable conclusions (solutions) that are strongly
supported by evidence through judging the quality of the information and its
relevance to the problem as well as through developing hypotheses, creating
alternatives and projecting consequences through imagining or thinking
about the possibilities.

Furthermore, this activity provides the opportunity to use a wide range of
language functions such as, making suggestions, predicting, agreeing, and
disagreeing, explain reasons, expressing opinions, analyzing information,

etc. and variety of grammatical structures such as tenses, modal verbs,
conditionals, passive, etc. Accordingly, you should draw students’ attention to
the significance of including grammatical structures and language functions
appropriately.
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B. &3 @

Main critical thinking skill: Inference
Subskill(s): Querying evidence

Grade: Subject Topic Duration/ time

1-4 French language | Reading and understanding 20 minutes

Objectives of the activity:
By the end of this activity, students will be able to:

1. Utiliser les indices du texte pour en déduire la bonne information/réponse

Setting the preconditions
Préparez un nombre suffisant de copies des textes (voir l'activité ci-dessous), des
récompenses, et répartissez les éleves en 6 groupes de 4-5.

Steps of the activity:

Cette activité peut étre utilisée en tant qu'évaluation a la fin d'une lecon ou d'une
unité, afin de mesurer l'apprentissage des éleves et leur compréhension d'un
vocabulaire nouvellement enseigné.

Présentez simplement le concept de "pensée critique" aux éléves, en leur
expliquant que l'activité sur laquelle ils vont travailler les aide a améliorer

leur réflexion, notamment leur capacité de déduction. Si vous pensez que les
éléves ont besoin de clarification sur le but de I'activité, utilisez un langage plus
approprié a leur age.

Annoncez que l'objectif de l'activité est directement lié au développement de la
capacité de déduction : les éleves doivent déduire le lieu dans lequel la scéne se
déroule. Demandez aux éléves de s'asseoir en groupes, donnez a chaque groupe
deux exemplaires du méme texte et donnez-leur des instructions claires sur la
tache a accomplir. lls doivent :

1. Lire le texte attentivement et s'assurer qu'il soit compris par tous les
membres du groupe.

2. Lire les questions sous le texte

3. Discuter collectivement des réponses

4. Choisir un porte-parole pour présenter leur réponse

Expliquez aux éléves qu'ils doivent repérer des mots précis dans le texte pour les
aider a répondre a la premiére question, et que ces mots sont des indices textuels
qui appuient leur réponse. Si nécessaire, vous pouvez donner un exemple aux
éléves (un exemple différent). Donnez suffisamment de temps aux éleves, faites le
tour des groupes, écoutez les discussions et aidez-les si nécessaire.

Une fois qu'ils ont terminé, demandez a tous les porte-parole de venir a l'avant
afin qu'ils lisent a tour de réle le texte et donnent leurs réponses basées sur les
indices textuels. Commentez, donnez votre avis, et montrez aux éléves comment
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faire des corrélations et inférences pour trouver des indices permettant de déduire
la réponse a la question, le lieu.

Récompensez les réponses correctes avec de petits cadeaux et aidez ceux qui n'y
sont pas parvenus a trouver la bonne réponse.

Evaluation et cléture de I'activité :

Afin de s'assurer que les éléves maitrisent désormais la compétence, terminez
I'activité en écrivant au tableau une ou plusieurs de ces énigmes, et demandez aux
éléves la réponse et les indices dans le texte :

Je suis brun et vert sur le dessus. Je me nourris du soleil et de la pluie et je donne
un toit aux oiseaux et aux insectes. Qu'est-ce que je suis ? Comment le savez-vous
? Elles sont quelque chose que I'on mange. Elles se mangent dans un paquet. Elles
sont faites d'un [égume brun et blanc.

Remerciez les éléves pour leur engagement et leur participation active a l'activité.

Note pour le professeur : Vous pouvez choisir d'autres textes et d’autres
énigmes.

o\ C

Texte 1: Mme Durant demande a Camille de prendre la craie rouge posée devant le tableau. Ses
camarades le regardent attentivement.

lIs sont dans

Comment le savez-vous? Ecrivez les mots: j

)

Texte 2: Couché dans mon lit, la perfusion dans le bras gauche, j'essaie d’attraper la sonnette avec
ma main libre pour appeler une infirmiere.

Je suis dans

Comment le savez-vous? Ecrivez les mots: j

N

Texte 3: Je ne me contente pas de regarder a droite et a gauche pour voir si une voiture arrive:
j'attends que le petit bonhomme passe au vert avant de traverser.

Je suis dans

Comment le savez-vous? Ecrivez les mots: /
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Texte 4: Maman a oublié sa liste et elle est obligée de parcourir tous les rayons. Elle regarde
attentivement le prix avant de faire son choix. Elle finit par prendre mes boites de céréales préférées
et les pose dans le caddy.

Ma maman est dans

Comment le savez-vous? Ecrivez les mots: /

)

Texte 5: Je suis assis sur un banc sous un arbre, les oiseaux chantent joyeusement, et le bruit de
I'eau est merveilleux. Des enfants font voler des ballons et d'autres se balancent.

Je suis dans

Comment le savez-vous? Ecrivez les mots:

Texte 6: Mes amis et moi sommes dans un endroit trés calme, nous cherchons quelqu'un pour
nous aider a trouver plus d'informations pour le projet sur lequel nous travaillons. Lendroit est
immense et rempli d'étagéres comprenant des centaines de livres. Plusieurs personnes semblent
apprécier la lecture de livres et de magazines.

Nous sommes dans

Comment le savez-vous? Ecrivez les mots: /
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Main critical thinking skill: Explanation
Subskills: stating results, justifying procedures, presenting arguments

Subject Topic Duration/ time

English School Uniform 20 minutes

Objectives of the activity:
By the end of this activity, students will be able to:

1. State the results of their reasoning using evidence to justify and defend their
opinion or position
2. Express their positions/opinions in drawing

Setting the preconditions

Prepare 6 copies of statements (1&2) using A3 sheets (see below the activity),
three groups will work on t statement (1) and the other three on statement (2),
two cards or A4 papers with “Yes” and “No’, small ball for tossing, arrange students
into 6 groups.

Steps of the activity:

Begin by asking students this question: Do you like school uniform? students’
responses should be either“Yes, | do” or‘No, | don't”. Listen to some responses and
divide the whole class into two large groups through asking two students to come
to the front holding the “Yes” and “No” cards. Ask students to join based on their
response.

Arrange the “Yes” group into three small groups and the “No” group into three
small groups. Distribute statements (1 &2) and ask each group to discuss and
write justification for their thinking; explain to them that their responses should
help them defend their opinion about school uniform (or about the topic you have
chosen) and that they are going to argue for/defend their position based on the
justification or evidence they provide. You might need to model an example to the
students. Give students enough time to finalize the task, go around, and listen to
their discussions.

After they finish, announce the objectives of the activity, and explain to them that
they are going to use their critical thinking skill of explanation through stating and
presenting the results of their discussion about school uniform. Explain to them
about the debate technique using simple language that is appropriate to their age
and have two small groups (“Yes” and “No”) to come to the front of the whole class.
Ask students to stand facing each other and take turns tossing the ball to discuss
their position on the topic. Only the student with the ball can speak. Listen to them,
comment and make interventions when needed. If you have time, you can listen
to the other groups, or you might ask one student from each group to come and
present their arguments.




Assessment and closure of the activity:
Ask students this question: Have you changed your opinion about school uniform?
Why? Justify your answer.

Have students draw a painting that expresses their position/opinion on the topic.
Collect the paintings and provide feedback.

If they are higher level, ask students to write an essay where they write supporting
arguments and show their evidence both for and against the topic; or they might

use graphic organizer or any visualization to express their arguments.

Thank students for their active participation and engagement in the activity.

Note for the teacher: you can choose any debatable or controversial topic. If
you are teaching lower grades, you can do the activity orally giving them both
sides of the topic or you might write list of evidence from which students choose
what supports their position/opinion. For higher grades, give the topic to the
students then send them off to research both sides of that topic using inquiry-
based learning* to find out what side their position is before they work in groups
to record information in support of their position.

For assessing students work, you can also develop a rubric to assess students’
performance in the debate (engagement, convincing, teamwork, reasons,
evidence/justification, etc.).

*Inquiry-based learning: Students may spontaneously ask questions or be
prompted to ask questions about a particular topic. They might research to
find answers, engage in activities that will help them pursue answers, or work
collaboratively in pursuit of answers. By engaging in inquiry-based learning,
students come to understand that they can take responsibility for their Iearnw

(@ Statement (1):
We should wear school uniform because

1.

2.




Statement (2):

We should not wear school

uniform because
1.

2.
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Main critical thinking skill: self-regulation
Subskills: metacognition, self-correction

Protecting our planet/the

environment 20 minutes

5-6 English

Grade Subject ‘ Topic Duration/ time

Objectives of the activity:
By the end of this activity, students will be able to:

1. Internalize what it means to self-correct themselves through reading using
context clues

2. Think carefully about and reflect on their behaviour regarding protecting the
planet

3. Strengthen their knowledge and understanding about various ways for
protecting and saving the planet

Setting the preconditions
Make enough copies of the reading text and the table (see below the activity) one
copy per student.

Steps of the activity:

This activity is planned to be done at the beginning of a unit or a lesson as

an introductory activity through which you can, in addition to teaching the
self-regulation skill including thinking about thinking and self-correction and
monitoring, introduce the topic of protecting and saving the environment/ our
planet and teach the new vocabulary.

Begin by asking students the following questions (write them on the board):

1. Do you think our planet is safe and protected? Why?

2. What behaviours do you think cause some problems to our planet?
3.What are some of the problems that our planet is suffering from?

4. Do you think that the world is able to save our planet? How?

Give students a few minutes to think about them and listen to their responses;
comment and have some discussion to introduce the topic of protecting and
saving the world. Announce the objectives of the activity and explain to the
students that they will be learning about the self-regulation skill in terms of
thinking about and reflecting on their thinking and thoughts about protecting
the planet and correcting their thoughts and behaviours in line with the new
knowledge they will receive.

Distribute the reading text to the students with clear instructions that they are
requested to work independently, read and/or re-read the text, reflect, think,
identify the statements that do not make sense, and correct them by themselves.
Students need to complete the table provided below the text.
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Before they start working, you can introduce some of the new vocabulary that
they may encounter while reading the text. If you do not want to spend time on
teaching the new words at this stage, you can write them at the bottom of the
printed copy of the reading text you are giving to the students. (You might wish
to add more words, rather than the ones in the reading text, that students can use
when they self-correct depending on the level of your students and because this
activity comes at the very beginning of a unit/lesson).

Clarify to the students the actions they have to take to correct themselves
independently when reading something that does not make sense, for example,
they might need to change some words (word-solve strategy), stop and think
carefully to make the text makes sense. Stress the importance of linking each
statement to their behaviour and to their thoughts to help them decide whether
it makes sense or not. You can go around checking that students are working
independently but do not help them as this is self-correction and monitoring.

After completing the activity, listen to students’ responses asking them to justify
their thinking using evidence; provide them with feedback. You need to highlight
and emphasize the importance of being responsible for protecting the planet
through behaving in good manner. Ensure that all students have the correct
answers; during this discussion, you can emphasize the new vocabulary again.

If you get some controversial responses, allow debate and discussion among
students.

@ Assessment and closure of the activity:
To ensure that the objectives of the activity have been accomplished, ask students
to reflect on the second paragraph of the reading text and on table that they have
just completed to respond to the following questions:

1. Identify the behaviours that you used to do causing harm to the planet. Will
you change them? Why? How?

2. What other behaviours not mentioned in the text, but you will change?

3. What role will you adopt to help protect the planet?

Have students write their responses on their notebooks. Select some students to
respond. Comment by telling students that by deciding to change some of their
behaviours, they are regulating and correcting themselves through thinking about
and reflecting on what they are used to do.

Close the activity by giving students this situation:

You were walking in the street eating chips and drinking juice, would you throw
the empty cans on the floor if no one is watching?

Thank students for their active participation and engagement in the activity.
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(@ Reading text
Read the text, identify the statements that do not make sense and then correct
them or make them make sense by filling the table below the text.

Protecting our planet

People around the world are working hard to protect our planet and to save
the environment. Our planet is seriously facing some environmental threats:
climate change, deforestation, pollution (air and waste pollution), overpop-
ulation, etc. Due to the threats, people think that some kinds of animals

and trees including sea animals and trees are endangered and will become
extinct, and there will be water shortage. They think that killing the endan-
gered animals and cutting the trees are the best ways to protect the planet.
To save water, they think that it should not be used for trees and animals but
for humans only.

Protecting our planet starts with you; there are so many options that would
help in having healthier planet. For example, reduce, reuse, and recycle by
cutting down on what you throw away to conserve natural resources; shop
wisely by always using plastic bags for shopping. Conserve water by using it
carefully when only at home. In travelling, always use the car for all the jour-
neys. Outside the city, pick up flowers and throw rubbish in an empty space.

Statementihat Correction/make the

statement makes sense!

does not make Line# Why
sense for you
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